
June, 2021

MADISON SUFIS 
    

Dances of               
Universal Peace 

“ The power of your light lies  

beyond the control of your will.” 

                        Vilayat  Inayat Khan 

1st Friday 
June 4 

3rd Friday 
June 18  

Long Dance Night    

Zoom links will be sent                            
                                 

Jamila. 608-338-0709 or  

jamila@madisonsufis.com

 Pir Vilayat Inayat Khan 

June 19, 1916  - June 17,  2004 

“As ours is a way of light, 
the work we do as followers of the path of Sufism 

 is to help others become conscious  
that they are beings of light. 

 Just like a potter works with clay to shape a pot,  
work with light practices helps individuals  

become more luminous and radiant.  
Becoming more skilled in the art of illumination 

catalyzes transformation.  

How would the world be different if,  
for example, all of us were to  

reclaim our inheritance  
as members in a "tribe of light"  
who vow to bring enlightenment 

 to all creation.”  

 - Vilayat Inayat Khan 
                               Awakening: A Sufi Experience
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June Activities

Healing Service                                         
Sunday, June 20            via Zoom or in person                                                   
11:00 a.m.                                                                             
2709 Willard Ave 
The healing service will be led by Noor Rachel at the 
studio at 2709 Willard Ave. Any fully vaccinated people 
are welcome to attend. There will be a zoom link as well. 
Please email Gayatri to receive a link to the service. 

Gayatri Ann,  annaswegan@gmail.com   

The healing service was developed by HIK to utilize 
absent healing for those who have asked to be sent healing 
prayers. If you have any names you would like to add to 
the healing list please send them to Noor Rachel’s email 
address. 

If you plan to attend in person, please contact me at the 
following email. Thank you, Rachel                                           

Noor Rachel,  Rachel.roang@gmail.com  

     

Sufi Songs and Teachings                                 
Wednesday, June 23 
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.              via Zoom    

Jamila Joy will lead via Zoom this class of songs, 
practices and readings from the Githa papers of 
Hazrat Inayat Khan.    

If you are a mureed and would like to join this 
class in the new year, please contact Jamila Joy at  
and leave a message prior to March 24h. 

Jamila, 608-513-3950 
jjwoodksy@gmail.com 

Rahmat’s Classes  
Rahmat will notify us by email if he holds class this 
month.  
Rahmat, 608-338-0709 

Ziraat Lodge                               
Wednesday, June 9 
6:00 p.m. 
2709 Willard Ave 
       
We will have our last ziraat before the summer break. 
Fully immunized folks are invited to come to my 
backyard for an outdoor ziraat. We will be meeting at 
6:00 pm to take advantage of the light. There will be 
light refreshments afterward. Please let me know if 
you are interested and new to ziraat. 

Ziraat uses a metaphor of agriculture to develop the 
mind and experience deep ecology. Anyone is 
welcome. 

There will not be a zoom link for this one. In case of 
rain, a suitable indoor location will be offered. Please 
let me know if you are planning to attend. 

Noor Rachel, Rachel.roang@gmail.com 

Karima’s Sunday Heart Gathering                                                                       
Sunday, June  27      via Zoom 
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 pm 

We will be welcoming the turning of Spring to greet official 
day of the Summer Solstice on June 20th.   

Midsummer is a symbol of integration, conjunction and of 
fullness. We feel nature in all her bounty and glory.. .What was 
 hidden in the seed becomes manifest in a culmination of 
fruitfulness... Spirit and matter seem in a deep union. Take time 
to listen to the sounds of the fullness of all the elements stirring 
in nature now. Feel the warmth of sunlight on your arms, head 
and chest.                      - Kainat 

We will take time for tuning our hearts to the collective heart in 
gratitude for this time and place on planet earth with meditation, 
healing practices, and readings from Murshid Inayat Khan, and 
others.  

Be humble as the earth, kind as the sun 
             and generous as the river.  

             -Saint Mu'Inuddin Chisti 

Please call a week in advance if you are new . 
Karima, 608 338-0709 

Grassroots Gathering  
If there is a gathering this in June, 
Rafiqa will email plans. 

Rafiqa, 608-338-0709 
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Universel: A Course of Meditation
A Message of Love, Harmony, and Beauty
Edited by Amida Cary

From the Archives of Pir Vilayat Inayat Khan

Life is a Jigsaw Puzzle

Life is a jigsaw puzzle. It is incongruous because all of the pieces are scattered. It doesn’t make 
sense unless you know what the picture is. But you don’t know the picture. You just see pieces 
scattered all over the place.

Then you realize that the whole purpose of life is that those pieces get together to form the picture. 
So the purpose of your life, or each of our lives, is to get those pieces that are at least closer to you 
to fit with your piece.

The first thing is to find your piece, and then see which pieces fit in with it. It sounds convincing 
enough until you realize that it is a little more complex than that because the pieces need honing to 
fit together. At first there is some rubbing. Eventually there is some honing. It is better if it happens 
on both sides than only one.

The picture gets formed in the course of getting the pieces together. You must not think that 
everything is planned or programmed. That is an old-fashioned view.

We are exploring the spirituality of the future, the curriculum for the Universel. These ideas are to be 
found particularly in Pir-o-Murshid Inayat Khan’s teaching. The message is the awakening of 
humanity, not just ourselves.

That means the creativity of your person is meaningful to other people instead of just meaningful to 
yourself. In other words, the ideal is service, instead of wanting just to create oneself for one’s own 
selfish purpose.

Pir-o-Murshid said, “The mind of God is formed in the thinking of people.” Instead of thinking, 
“That’s the mind of God and I am trying to manifest the mind of God,” realize that it is being formed 
in our own thinking! These are revolutionary thoughts that will help us to be creative, and therefore 
to fulfill the purpose of not just our life, but of life. 

These words of Pir Vilayat were extracted from retreats he led on March 16, 1995.

http://universel.net/index.php/category/pvik-archives/
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Some people have asked us for spiritual advice in this time 
of war. At the beginning of Book Six of his Mathnawi, 
Mevlana Rumi tells us that his book is “a lamp in the 
darkness of imagination, bewilderment, fantasies, doubt, 
and suspicion.”  

In the following lines Mevlana refers to all of worldly 
existence as a state of war. The world is maintained by 
heedlessness; oppositions are the pillars of existence. Even 
the four elements are continually at war with each other: 

Kabir Helminski,  
Threshold Society, Sufism.org  

 March 26, 2003 

Mevlana’s Meditation on War 
Mathnawi, Book VI: 33-39, 41-55, 
Translated by Kabir Helminski 

The snakes are scattering venom  
and though the sour-faced folks distress us, 
yet up in the mountains in hives among the trees  
communities of bees still create their stores of honey. 
As much as the poisoners spread their poisons,  
these antidotes will neutralize them. 
When you reflect, this world is all in conflict, particle with 
particle,  
just as spirituality is in conflict with denial. 
 
One particle flies to the left, and another to the right. 
One particle flies up and another down:  
Witness the conflict in every movement. 
All of this visible strife is the result of hidden strife:  
This outer discord springs from that inner discord. . .  
By means of truly unto him we are returning. 
We have come back from ourselves to Your Ocean,  
and we have begun to nurse at the source that suckled us. 
 
Phantoms have distracted you from the path,  
so don’t boast of principles, if you have lost the Principle. 
Our war and our peace are in the light of essence:  
It does not depend on us alone, everything  
is between the two fingers of God. 

My favorite line is: “yet up in the mountains in 
hives among the trees communities of bees still 
create their stores of honey."   

I'd like to think we are a little like those bees..... 

Much love,  
Basir.

The wars of nature, action, language—these terrible 
conflicts  
exist in all the parts of this universe.  
This world is maintained by means of these wars:  
consider the elements in order to solve these 
difficulties. 
 
The four elements are four strong pillars            
by which the roof of this present world is supported. 
One pillar is a destroyer of another:  
the pillar of water is a destroyer of the pillar of fire.  
And so this whole edifice of creation  
is founded upon conflicts;  
and for better or worse we are at war. 
 
My own states oppose each other:  
each is in conflict with the other. 
If I am constantly warring against myself,  
how can I be in harmony with another? 
Behold the surging armies of my states,  
each at war and in conflict with another.  
Contemplate this same poignant war in yourself:  
why then be so busy warring with others? 
Unless God spares you from this war  
and brings you into the single-colored world of peace? 

Rumi Poem offered by Basir at Dances of Universal Peace in May
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Pir Shabda’s  
         May 2021 Message  

Beloved Family, 

As our Northern Hemisphere days get longer and longer, I am arising earlier every day for morning practice and enjoying the fragrance 
and quietude of the dawn. My morning practice routine includes Invocation, healing breaths and breathing practice, wazifa and zikr 
recitation, Raga practice, and meditation. 

June 19, I will lead my first in-person day-long retreat since early 2020 in Nevada City. Being vaccinated I feel quite safe but realize 
there will be unvaccinated people among us who are potentially at risk. We will do our best to learn from the event. Perhaps dancing 
outside and then sitting for talk inside with open windows, asking those unvaccinated or all to use masks.  

For sure it will be educational, not only for what methods of safety protocol to use but to deal with all the feelings that will arise. 

Please join us for the virtual URS celebration of my music Guru Pandit Pran Nath b Nov3, 1918 d. June 13, 1996. 

Our backyard continues to be a source of beauty, support for birds and wildlife during our drought, and a generous vegetable and flower 
garden. This month, just after dusk we had a very beautiful and large powerful Bobcat visit our waterfall, picture below. 

With the passing of Murshid Aslan and now Murshida Khadija we are all reminded of our temporary lodging in these physical bodies. All 
the while, our real work is to “Die before Death” “Mutu Kabla anta Mutu”. Following this thread let’s take a pair of wazifas, YA WARITH ~ 
YA BAITH that connect us with Fana and Baka, deconstructing the notion of a separate self and awakening to our True Nature. 

We have had the pleasure this month of photographing an Owl family as they gradually fledged the nest, and mating pairs of Peregrine 
Falcons and Bald Eagles. Tamam and I have been walking an average of 3 miles a day and it certainly has supported our general well-
being. I encourage you all to do something similar according to your situation. Sometimes we walk in the morning before starting work, 
sometimes at the end of the day after work, and sometimes just before lunch, taking a break from work, almost always in some 
beautiful nature place. 

Sending much love, 

Shaba 

Text and Commentary to Study 

This next month we begin reading: 
Commentary on the Cosmic Language of 

 Pir-o-Murshid Hazrat Inayat Khan, 

by Murshid Samuel Lewis 

He considered this one of his best works. 
Read Chapters 4 - 6,  pages 26 - 54  

Click to download: 
Commentary on Cosmic Language

https://www.ruhaniat.org/index.php/shabda-blog/2896-april-2021-message
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                                                                                                  The Zephyr May 2021       

19 May 2021 

Dear Companions on the Path, 

I will never forget the look of sorrow in my father’s eyes. “They are destroying the Palestinians’ olive trees,” he said. 
For him, those trees were living symbols of endurance and hope. He had seen the horrors of the Second World War, 
and had fought for the survival and freedom of the Jewish people and other minorities in Europe. Noor had given her 
life. Now, my father reflected, the cycle of trauma was cascading and encompassing a new population in its crushing 
wake, the people of Palestine. 

In recent weeks Palestinians have been protesting the forced expulsion of Arab families from the Sheikh Jarrah 
neighborhood of Jerusalem. Over three nights at the end of the holy month of Ramadan, Israeli forces raided the Al-
Aqsa mosque during prayers. In the horrendous, avoidable, and asymmetrical military exchange that has ensued, 
212 people have been killed in Gaza, including 58 children, and twelve people have been killed in Israel, including 
two children. 

Our hearts are lashed. We are lifting up ardent prayers for peace. An immediate ceasefire is needed. Equally 
necessary is a lasting peace founded on equity, justice, and goodwill. 

“Humanity is one body,” said Murshid. “If part of the body is in pain, sooner or later the whole body is affected. No 
nation, race, or community can be considered as a separate part of humanity.” 

There is enormous work to do to heal the rifts within our shared humanity so that we can be collectively whole. That 
work begins with the sober and clear-sighted recognition of one another’s rights and dignity. No longer may the 
“other” be brusquely swept aside or systematically humiliated. From Turtle Island to East Turkestan, from Tigray to 
Jerusalem and Gaza, it is urgently imperative that we learn to live together with respect. 

In the Holy Land there is much about the political context that is contested and complex. But there is an axiom on 
which we can all surely agree: when innocent lives are taken, when violence is inflicted on beings that bear the 
breath of the All-Merciful, the very throne of God shakes. 

This Sunday we will not hold our weekly Nature Meditations class as usual. Instead, we will gather for a 
contemplative conversation on Race, Equity, Justice, and Love, with our eyes and hearts turned to Palestine and 
Israel. I hope you will join us. 

May Love’s victory come soon, and with it, awakened justice. 

Yours ever, 
Pir Zia 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5

Dances of 
Universal Peace

via Zoom
7:00-9:00 pm

6 7 8 9 10 12

Ziraat

6: 00 p.m.

via Zoom / or @
2709 Willard Ave

   Grassroots 
Activity 

TBD

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

Universal 
Worship  
via Zoom             

10:00 am

Pir Vilayat
 Inayat Khan’s 

Birthday

1916

Dances of 
Universal Peace

via Zoom
7:00-9:00 pm

URS of 
Pir Vilayat 

Inayat Khan

2004

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Healing Service 
via Zoom

11:00 am

Summer Solstice

Sufi Songs and 
Teachings

via Zoom        
7:00 - 9:00 pm

                       

27 28 29 30

Karina’s Heart 
Gathering
via Zoom

11:00-1:00 pm 



Madison Sufis  
PO Box 46463  
Madison, WI 53744-6463 

Milwaukee Area  Activities 

Milwaukee Universal Worship 
June 6, at 10::00 am 
Outside under the Trees. Park near garage.  
Email to zoom or come in person.  
Call Sara if interested. 
 414-299-0218, angelwork99@gmail.com  
To Peace on the Earth and Radical Interconnections. 

Dances of Universal Peace 

Waukesha / Delavan Circle                                                           
Thursday, June 17            7pm     via Zoom                                                        
Third Thursday       Adventure, Play, Peace                                                                                                

Join us in sharing an evening of chants and simple dance 
movements that reflect how we may actively transform conflicts 
into peace, and reach further for justice and equity. We will unite 
in the virtual circle, familiar participants welcoming new 
friends.  

Contact Patti Kies, 262-642-9289 
or pattiburncake@hotmail.com 

 Ziraat: Attunement, Practice,                                                                
Prayers for our Planet                                                                                                              

with Kainat Felicia Norton                                              
(first Friday of each month)                                                                                                

Friday, June 4 
 

3:00-4:00 p.m. ET  
2:00 -3:00 p.m.CT  

Join our dear friend, Kainat Felicia Norton, 
Vice President of the Inayatiyya’s Ziraat 
Activity in North America, for a 
monthly Ziraat attunement, moving us, for a 
moment, into the depth and esotericism of 
nature. 

Zoom Link to Join: 
 https://zoom.us/j/436144197 

Visit: https://vimeo.com/inayatiyya for 
recordings of previous attunements 


