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Special Event                 

A Sufi Retreat 

Leilah Be  

September 20- 22    

(flier pg. 5)    


  

 

MADISON SUFIS 

FRAGRANCE-
FREE REQUEST:   
Out of consideration for those 
with allergies to chemicals 
and fragrances, we request that 
everyone refrain from 
using fragrances and scented 
products when attending our 
activities or special events. 

Dances of Universal Peace

No First or Third Friday Dances in August

Art of Being 

Sufi Sesshin

Saturday, August 24  
9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Unity of Madison 
601 Tompkins Dr.  

Monona 

A day of Meditation, Zikr and Dances of Universal Peace. 

Led by Tajali Tolan 

      (flier pg. 4) 
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August Activities

Healing Service                                         
Sunday, August 18                                                                  
12:00 p.m. 
Alima’s house 

Healing Service is a beautiful practice where we pray 
for others who need healing. If you  have any names 
you would like to add to the healing list contact 
Rachel. Please ask permission of the person before 
adding them to the list. 

Rachel, 608-241-2776     
rachel.roang@gmail.com 

Grassroot Gathering  
Friday, August 9                                                              

5:30 pm gather 
6:00 pm potluck meal,  
7:30 pm audio teaching Cheikh Sufi 

23 Mondale Ct 

Join us for friends, food, fellowship, and audio 
teaching of Cheikh Sufi (of the Mouridiyya Order 
of Sufis, Senegal) from the 2019 summer Season 
of the Rose. 

Please RSVP for meal planning 
Rafiqa,  tober@rocketmail.com. 

Sufi Songs and Teachings                                 
Songs and Teachings will be on hiatus for 
August 2019. We will return in September.  
Enjoy the warmth! 
    -Jamila 

Women with Wings Open Sing 
Mondays, August 12 
      
7:30 p.m. 

2709 Willard Ave 

Open to all. Come to listen and to sing love. 

Rachel, 608-241-2776,           
rachel.roang@gmail.com                                    

  
Ziraat Lodge              
will not be held in August 

Universal Worship Service 
will not be held in August

Karima’s Sunday Heart Gathering                                                                                                               
                                                                                         
No class this month. 

Hope to see you Saturday, August 24 at the Art 
of Being Sesshin.  
   (flier pg. 4) 
           -Karima     
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Falling Awake: The Life and Message of Joe Miller
Richard Power and David Thompson                                                       

Here is David Thompson's first person account of his twenty-five year friendship with Joe Miller. It offers 
some of the ineffable flavor of this phenomenon, a flavor that had to be "caught," because it could not be 
“taught”. 

I first met Joe Miller on one of his Thursday "walks" in Golden Gate Park. He was standing at the entryway 
to the park's arboretum, greeting people, hugging them, and talking with whoever was close at hand. I 
watched but did not go up to him, being a bit standoffish and more than a bit taken back by all the people 
seemingly clamoring to get near him. He spotted me, came up, stuck out his hand and said: "Hi, I'm Joe. 
What's your name?" We talked a bit. I told him I had seen him earlier at a Sufi dance and was interested in 
finding out a bit more about him and what he was up to. He said: "I'm up to nothing! My wife and I just 
take a walk in the park every Thursday and a bunch of kids show up to walk along with us. We celebrate 
various religious expressions and I give a 'rap,' which is nothing more than what's going thru my head and 
heart at the time.” 

  
He continued: "If you stick around till the end of the walk, I'll buy you and everyone else an ice-cream, 
thanks to Uncle Sam. See, I'm on Social Security and that's how I get the money to buy the ice-cream. I 
don't take any contributions and I don't advertise anything. Just walk and talk. One more thing, and 
remember this. If things get too crazy around here, you can always leave." He gave me a hug and was off to 
the next person. 

  
I walked with him for a while and joined in a large group of people doing "Sufi dances." We held hands, 
went one way then the other, sang a song, bowed to one another, walked forward, and then outward. It was 
kind of like a square dance, but with a spiritual bent. After a few dances, Joe got into the middle of the 
circle and talked to us. Quite frankly I don't remember much about what he said except for this. He said: "I 
don't care if you remember one thing I say, but if you remember the feeling, then you got something to take 
with you —because, to feel is for real!" Then he said: "Enough of this serious stuff. Let's go feed the ducks." 
And we were off to the duck pond where he handed out Wonder Bread for us to break into pieces and feed 
to the ducks that eagerly awaited our offerings. 

  
We continued the walk, taking a short break to sit beneath an enormous cypress tree where together we 
chanted a Buddhist mantra: "Gate, gate, para gate, para sum gate bodi swaja.” 

  
We finally arrived at the Pacific Ocean, and sure enough, there was Joe with a bag of ice-cream 
sandwiches, giving them to one and all, including the many little children who clamored about waiting for 
their ice-cream as if they were going to receive the keys to the universe. He gave another short talk where 
he summed up the experience of the walk and the essence of his "teaching." He said: "Remember one thing 
about all this spiritual stuff—it can't be bought, it's got to be caught." 
  
Years later these words still ring clear. I found out in an instant that I could "catch it," if only I lived long 
enough and was lucky. But that's another story. I hung around Joe and his wife, Guin for the next twenty-
five years. 

https://www.theosophical.org/publications/quest-magazine/1260-falling-awake-the-life-and-message-of-joe-miller

https://www.theosophical.org/publications/quest-magazine/1260-falling-awake-the-life-and-message-of-joe-miller
https://www.theosophical.org/publications/quest-magazine/1260-falling-awake-the-life-and-message-of-joe-miller
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A day of Meditation and Zikr/Dances of Universal Peace. This potent 
practice combines the power and resonance of the Zikr/Dances Circle 

with the profound calm and abiding insight of the meditative state.   
 

The intention of this Sesshin is for greater peace, insight and 
awareness for oneself and for the world. 

 
 

Saturday August 24, 2019 
9:30 - 5:00 pm 

Location: Unity of Madison, Monona, WI 53716 
 

Suggested Heart Contribution $25  
Or what you are able to contribute.  All are welcomed. 

 
 

 
This sesshin will be guided by Tajali Theresa Tolan,  

 
RSVP at: 

 608-712-6732 
Tajalitolan@gmail.com 
www.be-brilliant.com 

 
O peace-maker, before trying to make peace throughout the world, 

first make peace within thyself! 
-HIK 

A day of Meditation, Zikr and Dances of Universal 
Peace.
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Subscriptions 

    
We are attempting to reduce expenses by encouraging 
anyone who can to subscribe to the e- mail version of 
the Madison Sufis newsletter. Thanks to everyone who 
has made this change. If you receive the paper 
newsletter, please consider changing to the e-mail 
version.  

E-mail madisonsufis@yahoo.com to subscribe or to 
change your subscription. 

Donations 

We ask that you consider making a donation to the Madison 
Sufis. $30 per year is suggested as a donation to support the 
newsletter and the work of the Madison Sufis although any amount 
would be gratefully accepted. 
  
Pay online with credit card at:  
https://www.madisonsufis.com/donate                                          
Or checks may be made out to: Madison Sufis                                  
and mailed to us at:  P.O. Box 46463 
      Madison, WI  53744-6463  

Thank You, 
 Basir, Treasurer, Madison Sufis 

On the web … 

    
Dances of Universal Peace: 
www.dancesofuniversalpeace.org 

Madison Sufis 
www.madisonsufis.org 

Sufi Ruhaniat International: 
www.ruhaniat.org 

the Inayati Order: 
www.inayatiorder.org 

International Sufi Movement: 
www.sufimovement.org 

Milwaukee Area  Activities 

Universal Worship  
August 4, UW at 10:00  
@ Sara's on side of Tower by the Lake. Rain or Shine!   
For Praise of Water in and around us... Wear the color of 
water.   Call with questions 414-299-0218 

Dances of Universal Peace in Southeastern Wisconsin 
For information visit: https://wisdup.org 

https://www.madisonsufis.com/donate
http://www.dancesofuniversalpeace.org
http://www.madisonsufis.org
http://www.ruhaniat.org
http://www.inayatiorder.org
http://www.sufimovement.org
https://wisdup.org
https://www.madisonsufis.com/donate
https://wisdup.org
http://www.dancesofuniversalpeace.org
http://www.madisonsufis.org
http://www.ruhaniat.org
http://www.inayatiorder.org
http://www.sufimovement.org
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

No Ziraat
Until Sept. 

Women with 
Wings 
Open Sing   
 7:30 pm 

2709 Willard Ave

Grassroots 

Gather 5:30 pm
Potluck  6:00 pm
Activity  7:30 pm

23 Mondale Ct
RSVP

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

Healing 
Service 

12:00 pm

Alima’s house

Urs of 

Joe Miller

(1904–1992) 

Sufi Sesshin

Art of Being 

9:30 am - 5:00 pm 

Unity of Madison

25 26 27 28 29 30 31



Madison Sufis  
PO Box 46463  
Madison, WI 53744-6463 


